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Concept Note | “PEACE ON AN EMPTY STOMACH?": BUILDING ON COMMUNIQUE 1083 OF THE
AFRICAN UNION PEACE AND SECURITY COUNCIL

Date: 18 JUNE 2025 | Time: 09:00 - 11:00 | Venue: WFP Conference Room, Behind Skylight
Hotel, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Background

On 09 May 2022, the Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African Union (AU) held its 1083™
meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The meeting held in line with the AU Theme of the Year 2022,
“Building resilience in nutrition on the African Continent: accelerate the human capital and social
economic development”. Discussions were framed by key AU frameworks and decisions, including the
Assembly's 35th Ordinary Session, the Maputo Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security (2003),
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), the Abuja Declaration on
Fertilizers for the African Green Revolution (2006), and the Malabo Declaration on Accelerated
Agricultural Growth and Transformation for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods (2014). These
were further supported by the long-term goals of Agenda 2063, Agenda 2030, and the Silencing the
Guns initiative. Representatives from AU member states, the AU Commission, the World Food
Programme (WFP), the European Union (EU), and Regional Economic Communities and Mechanisms
(RECs/RMs) provided insights and recommendations on strengthening resilience in nutrition within
the broader peace and security agenda.

From the Communiqué of the 1083 meeting, the linkage between conflict and food security and
nutrition is undeniable. Food insecurity contribute to conflict escalation and vice versa. The economic
downturn in many states translates into an increased cost of living which results in rises in food prices,
altogether exacerbating state fragility. At this juncture, it is apparent that food (in)security play an
important role in conflict early warning analyses, initiatives, and action. Another key component in this
dynamic is the disruptions of agriculture value chains and food systems. Against this backdrop, the
food, peace and security agenda gain more focus — at least for a starting point. These include
addressing root causes in relation to the food-conflict nexus, prevention of food shortage, boosting
agricultural production, strengthening agricultural sectors, access to food, avoiding exploitation for
political purposes; as well support, coordination and partnerships in view of implementing the
Common African Position to accelerate the implementation of the Decade of Action within the context
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The PSC also recognises evidence-based approaches in
requesting the Commission to “to undertake a study and propose to Member States recommendation
on the strategies to boost food production in Africa and submits to the PSC for consideration”.

Overall, ending and preventing hunger and conflict on the continent are an active pursuit of the AU,
and there is an intersection that requires enhanced efforts and increased attention, supported by
evidence-based approaches.
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Against this backdrop, the Institute for Peace and Security Studies (IPSS) and the World Food
Programme (WFP) will host a closed-door dialogue to evaluate the current state of food security and
conflict in Africa, identify key priorities, and explore areas where they can support the AU Peace and
Security Council (PSC) and Commission. A central focus of the dialogue will be the launch of a study
on Food Security in the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA), which aims to provide
evidence-based insights into the linkages between hunger and conflict and offer actionable strategies
for addressing these challenges. The dialogue will also serve to align the study with the AU’s priorities
by fostering a demand-driven approach to applied research. Through this collaborative effort, IPSS
and WFP aim to ensure that the research effectively addresses the needs of the AU and contributes to
its broader peace, security, and development objectives.

Objective

e Examine the situation concerning implementing the provisions of Communiqué 1083 of the
AU PSC.

e Identify key priorities and areas for IPSS and WFP to support the AU PSC and Commission
with respect to Communiqué 1083 of the AU PSC.

e Expound on the importance of food security in conflict prevention, peacebuilding, and
resilience in Africa, providing evidence and insights to inform policy and action.

e Align the dialogue outcomes with the planned study on Food Security in APSA, ensuring a
demand-driven approach that supports the AU’s priorities.

Expected Outcome
e Increased awareness on the importance of tracking the status of Communiqué 1083 of the AU
PSC.
e Entry points for IPSS and WFP support to the AU PSC and Commission on food security in
Africa.
e Strategies to translate decisions at policy level into tangible grassroot impact.
e Alignment of Dialogue Insights with the Planned Study on Food Security in APSA.

Methodology
The meeting will include a panel and a question-and-answer session, governed by Chatham House
rules. It will be closed-door meeting and in-person.

Participants
Representatives from IPSS, WFP, PSC Secretariat, UNOAU, DPAPS, DARBE, and PSC Member States
(15).

Duration
The meeting shall not exceed 2 hours.



