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Background 

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), proposed in 2013 by China’s president, Xi Jinping, 

has significant potential to contribute to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

(2030 Agenda). Re-enacting and extending key aspects of the ancient Silk Road’s 

ethos and geography for the twenty-first century, the BRI is an enormously ambitious 

agenda which could reach up to 70 per cent of the world’s population or more. It 

involves diplomacy; trade and investment and financial cooperation; infrastructure and 

connectivity; regional governance; and people-to-people bonds.  

With the view to promote the implementation of Belt and Road Initiative,   Institute for 

Peace and Security Studies (IPSS), University of Addis Ababa University has 

organized a seminar in collaboration with University of Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences (UCASS) and China-Africa Institute under the theme 2020 Seminar on 

China-Ethiopia Industrial Cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative.  

The Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS) is the premier academic organization 

and comprehensive research center of the People’s Republic of China in the fields of 

Philosophy and social Sciences.  

Established in 1978, the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 

(UNCASS) is the postgraduate institution directly affiliated by the Chinese Academy 

of Social Sciences, the prestigious academic institution and comprehensive research 

center for humanities and social sciences in China. 

Objective  

In addition to the promotion of the implementation of the initiative, the program intends 

to enhance cultural and academic exchange between China and Ethiopia and to 

promote mutual understanding and two-way learning in economic development, 

especially in industrial development and cooperation, and to promote the 

implementation of Belt and Road Initiative. 


