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Joint IPSS-FES Breakfast Seminar on the Afcfta 

Interim Afcfta and Its Implication for Peace and Security 

7 April 2021|01.30-03.00 GMT+3|Virtual| 

Concept Note 

1. Introduction: AFCFTA 

The AfCFTA is a trade agreement between African Union (AU) member states, aiming at creating a single 

continental market for goods and services as well as a customs union with free movement of capital and 

persons. The agreement was signed in Kigali in March 2018 by 44 member states and entered into force on 30 

May 2019. Its operational phase supposed to begin in July 2019, however, due to the Covid-19 pandemic it is 

delayed until further notice. Once fully implemented, it becomes the largest free-trade agreement in terms of 

participating countries since the establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO). The agreement is seen 

critical for growth and job creation for Africa and its 1.27 billion people. The AfCFTA is an ambitious continental 

endeavor to boost intra-African trade. It has been launched under the auspices of the AU and is anchored in 

an international legal regime consisting of an overarching Agreement and (when completed) six additional 

Protocols. The Protocols contain additional annexes and schedules. These legal instruments constitute one 

integrated legal compact. 

Under the AfCFTA, expanded markets and unobstructed factor movements – labor, goods, services, capital, and 

persons – should promote economic diversification, structural transformation, technological development and 

facilitate quality job creation. The full implementation of the AfCFTA would eliminate all tariffs, likely to 

generate welfare gains for Africa estimated at around $16.1 billion, even after deducting tariff revenue losses. 

Africa’s GDP is expected to grow by 1% and total employment by 1.2%. Intra-African trade is expected to grow 

by 33% and Africa's total trade deficit to be cut in half. If successfully implemented, the AfCFTA could generate 

a combined consumer and business spending of $6.7 trillion by 2030. 

 

The African continent started trading under the African Continental Free Trade Area (interim-AfCFTA) 

Agreement. The AfCFTA, which was launched in March 2018 in the Rwandan capital, Kigali, has so far garnered 
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54 AU member signatories, offering new hope and continental exhilaration in terms of boosting intra-African 

trade, and eventually facilitating Africa's development and industrialization. Eritrea is the only non-signatory, 

country. Outstanding issues from Phase-I negotiations is expected be concluded in June 2021. While Phase II 

and II negations are expected to be completed by the end of 2021. 

2. Objective of the activity  

 

 To improve the understanding of AfCFTA by the international community in order to enable them to 

better contribute to the negotiations and implementation of the on-going agreement, 

 To facilitate a multi-stake holder platform where progress, challenges and prospects regarding 

AfCFTA is reflected, 

 To review the on-going AfCFTA negotiation process and see how actors outside of the Africa Union 

plays a part in the overall process.  

 To explore the implication of the AfCFTA to peace and security on the continent  

 

3. Methodology  

Experts, policy makers, academics and members from the AU, RECs, EU, and other international organizations 

with first-hand knowledge of regional integration, African economy, inter-African trade, and international 

cooperation will deliver the presentation (resource persons).  

For the proposed webinar, there will be two resource persons focusing on two different thematic areas. Two 

moderators, one from FES AU and one from IPSS will be selected to facilitate the discussion. As the AfCFTA 

agreement is so broad and comprehensive in kind, there will be follow-up webinars on the different 

components of the AfCFTA agreement.  

A. Interim AfCFTA and Outstanding Issues (first speaker) 
 

 Where are we with the negotiation process of AfCFTA? Are implications of the AfCFTA to peace and 

security taking into consideration in the negotiation process?  

 What are the outstanding issues remaining to be concluded? Both on protocol in trade and protocol 

in service?  
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 What lessons and recommendations could be drawn from the overall negotiation process so far? 

 Interim AfCFTA: challenge and prospect?  

B. AfCFTA, AU and State parties (Second speaker) 

 How do we evaluate the readiness and preparation so far from the member countries when it comes 
to developing AfCFTA national strategy and enacting trade facilitation measures?  

 What are the best practices and lessons learned so far when it comes to AfCFTA implementation 
plan? 

 What will be the role of AU and RECs in general when it comes to coordination and implementation 
of the agreement? 

 What will be the role of AU and RECs in eradicating Africa’s threat of insecurity to the free trade 
area? 

 What will be the role of international partners and donors to usher co-ordination and be part of 
comprehensive implementation plan? 

4. Output 

 

 Workshop report 

 

5. Who can attend the webinar?   

 

 Representatives from the African Union (AU) member states  

 Experts from African regional economic communities 

 Members from the diplomatic community  

 Experts from United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 

 Participants from African Development Bank (AfDB) 

 Members from the international community  

 Scholars, policy makers and representatives from the business community  

 Think-tanks and CSO’s representatives as well. 

 

6. Venue, Proposed date, and Methodology  

When: The first webinar will be held on April 7th 2021 at 1:00 PM EAT (East African Time). Since the 

proposed activity will take a webinar format, FES AU Zoom Pro account will be used.  The activity will last 

for One and half hours.  

Language translation, from French to English and vice versa, will be provided. 


