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Introduction 

The Institute for Peace and Security Studies/IPSS/with the supported of United States 

Institute of Peace/USIP/has organised a briefing session on the topic Investing in Children and 

Youth and It Nexus with Silencing the Guns. The concept note is organized to guide the briefing 

session. 

Background 

Article 17 of the African Youth Charter, adopted by the 7th Ordinary Session of AU Assembly 
of Heads of States and Government held in Banjul, The Gambia, on 2 July 2006 recognizes the 
important role of the youth in promoting peace and security in Africa.  African youth play 
important role at national, regional and Continental levels in contributing towards the 
promotion of peace, security and stability, as well as development in Africa, within the 
framework of implementation of the AU Master Roadmap of Practical Steps to Silence the 
Guns in Africa by the Year 2020, and Aspiration number 4 of Agenda 2063, as well as UN 
Security Council resolutions 2250 (2015) and 2419 (2018). According to the United Nations, 
226 million youth aged 15-24 lived in Africa in 2015 which is nearly 20% of Africa’s population, 
making up one fifth of the world’s youth population. Including the people aged below 35, this 
number increases to a staggering three quarters of Africa’s population. Moreover, the share 
of Africa’s youth in the world is forecasted to increase to 42% by 2030 and is expected to 
continue to grow throughout the remainder of the 21st century, more than doubling from 
current levels by 2055. This population offers a powerful opportunity for fast-tracked 
economic growth and innovation and at the same time presents economic and social 
challenges, as well as implications for peace and security. Current evidence tells the youth 
continue to constitute the core of combatants, while also representing a significant number 
of those affected by armed conflicts, violent extremism, banditry, violent protests and 
gender-based violence in Africa. The participation of young people in armed conflicts in Africa 
and elsewhere reflects a variety of unmet needs including socio-economic development and 
opportunities; good governance, rule of law, democracy, and human rights; justice and 
reconciliation; and meaningful representation and participation in decision-making 
processes.  



 

 
 

In order to silence the guns by 2030, it is critical to address these underlying causes in other 
words investing in Youth and Children.  From human rights point of view, children have the 
right to social, economic, cultural rights as enshrined in regional and international human 
rights instruments and signatories have the duty to fulfil them. Economic arguments state 
that expenditure on child and youth focused policies and programmes, principally those that 
nurture universal and quality education, health services, nutrition and water and sanitation, 
denotes investing in the country’s human capital. Such investment is driven towards 
increasing individuals’ productive capacities and their potential income by widening the range 
of opportunities accessible to them which eventually improves their well-being. Enhancing 
Capacities of children and youth has meaningful contribution to adult outcomes. Children and 
Youth investment leads to a better equipped labour force, and advanced social returns 
reducing social costs caused by illness or unemployment reaps resulting in higher economic 
returns through. Early childhood interventions reduce a number of adult social ills, as 
opportunities lost as children cannot be easily compensated for in adulthood. Early childhood  
 
interventions can reduce inequality by targeting disadvantaged children, including gender 
inequality and girls’ education. From societal and political point of view, insufficient social 
investment, high levels of inequality and severe poverty together impede the development 
and consolidation of democracy, and can weaken social cohesion. Social deprivation has the 
capacity to shrink values essential to democratic life such as participation and solidarity. 
 
There are  range of commitments and the array of existing initiatives by the AU, youth groups 
and other institutional stakeholders working on peace and security in Africa .However a 
number of challenges constraints these initiatives including:  limited financial resources for 
youth initiatives: lack of coordination among stakeholders: weak organizational and technical 
capacities of youth groups, poor coordination and inclusivity among youth groups: limited 
role and space for youth in formal peace building initiatives; limited resources on youth 
programming and lack of evidence based approach. 
 
With this background the briefing session will address the following objectives: 

 Exploring Peace and security in Africa and the unmet needs of the African Youth; 
 Unpacking  the nexus between investing in children and youth and silencing the guns 

in Africa by 2030 ; 
 Commitments and existing initiatives by the AU, youth groups and other institutional 

stakeholders (UNICEF, Save the Children, UNESCO etc.) working on peace and security 
in Africa and challenges faces;  

 Forwarding practical and operable Recommendations for policies to tackle existing 
challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


