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IPSS Virtual Indaba Session 

Experience as a Woman Head of State  

28 January 2020 

 

1. Concept note 

On 28 January 2020, the Institute for Peace and Security Studies (IPSS) organized an Indaba Session on 

the topic “Experience as a Woman Head of State” with the support of GIZ. This note is intended to guide 

the event. 

 

2. Background 

When it comes to politics and development, women in Africa have been relegated to the background. 

Although there have been astute women leaders like Cleopatra (who ruled Egypt from 51 BC - 30 BC), 

male dominance still continue. Throughout history, countless women have led governments, armies 

and even have started and ended wars. However, many women leaders still remain largely unknown in 

history. Even though female leaders are expanding, the list is still relatively short and they rarely lead 

for a long time.  

 

Among the many women in Africa that overcame the social stigma and economic setback to be where 

they are now are: H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, former President of Liberia; H.E.  Joyce Hilda Banda, former 

President of Malawi; and H.E. Sahle-Work Zewde, President of Ethiopia. Among these women, this 

Indaba Session will focus on H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Former President of Liberia.  H.E. Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf won the 2005 presidential election and took office on 16 January 2006 and was re-elected in 

2011. She was the first woman in Africa elected as president of her country. She won the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 2011, in recognition of her efforts to bring women into the peacekeeping process. She has 

received numerous other awards for her leadership. In June 2016, H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was elected 

as the Chair of the Economic Community of West African States, making her the first woman to hold 

the position since it was created.  

 

3. Objectives 

The objectives of the Indaba session are: 

 share first hand experiences, best practices, lessons and challenges as a woman Head of State; 

 Bring together expert perspectives from practitioners, think tanks and academia to share new, 

innovative and refreshing ideas; 

 Forward policy recommendations. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_Community_of_West_African_States


 

2 

 

 

 

4. Speakers 

         H.E. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Former President of Liberia 

 

5. Format 

A 45 minutes long session. 

 

6. Venue 

       Virtual via Google Meet 

 

7. Date and time 

28 January 2020 from 6.00 p.m.-07.00 p.m.(EAT) 

 

8. Target audience 

 AU, RECs and UN policymakers working in peace and security 

 Representatives from INGOs 

 Development partners 

 Researchers and experts 

 Academicians 

 Students at Addis Ababa University 

 


